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February 13, 2018 
 
 
District Community: 
 
The Maywood Board of Education would like to provide an update as to the tuition 
contract issue. 
 
We thank the over 250 parents and community members who attended the January 
29th information session.  As outlined that evening, the District set out with every 
intention to negotiate a successor agreement to the expired contract of this past 
June with the Hackensack School District.  As outlined in the presentation there has 
been very little if any movement of any sustainable nature.  The District indicated 
that evening that we will await further communication from Hackensack.  To date, 
there has been no such continuation of discussions.   
 
The following outlines what has taken place since the 29th.  It also will map out the 
next steps the Board will engage in. 
 

 Since the meeting of the 29th, the Maywood School District sent an official 
memo to Hackensack, dated January 30th , with notification that Maywood 
was charged the equivalent of $395,000 above what should have been 
charged over the course of the prior three years.  The District received 
notification on February 12th that Hackensack disputes the claim. 

 
 Hackensack filed for mediation with the County Executive Superintendent of 

Schools on January 30th.  Maywood has received no confirmation of receipt or 
any corresponding scheduling of such mediation to date. 

 
 The Maywood School District invited parents to take part in a District Action 

Committee.  To date, 32 parents have signed up to be a part of the committee.  
The first meeting will be scheduled following the Maywood BOE February 
meeting. 

 
 The Maywood Board attorney received notification from the Hackensack 

Board attorney that the Hackensack School District has budgeted the tuition 
rate for next year into their calculations. This rate has been budgeted without 
continuation of negotiations and without the Hackensack initiated mediation 
being formally scheduled. 



 Unfortunately, there has been no communication between the respective 
Boards of Education on the heels of media statements indicating interest in 
doing so. 

 
 As noted at the January 29th presentation, Maywood would like to provide 

more information in response to questions relating to Hackensack’s stance 
on this matter.  As noted at the presentation, perhaps parent and community 
member questions could best be answered at Hackensack Board of Education 
meetings. The next Hackensack BOE meeting is scheduled for February 20th 
at 6:15 and 7:30 PM in the HHS media center.  The next Maywood Board of 
Education meeting is scheduled for February 21st at 8:00 pm in the MAS 
media center. 

 
All Hackensack BOE meeting dates may be found at: 
https://www.hackensackschools.org/domain/28 

 
All Maywood BOE meeting dates may be found at: 
https://www.maywoodschools.org/Page/17 

 
 The Governor's Budget Address has been moved from February to March, 

which significantly impacts school budget timelines. Therefore, Maywood 
anticipates that the county superintendent will not schedule mediation prior 
to this address and the release of corresponding budget information.    As 
noted above, Maywood has been notified that Hackensack has already 
budgeted next year’s tuition rate.   

 
Therefore, the Maywood BOE has determined that it has waited long enough for a 
resolution.  For reasons including but not limited to the delay in the budget address, 
lack of communication, tuition discrepancy that has yet to be addressed by 
Hackensack, and the fact that Hackensack has already budgeted a tuition amount 
without any agreement in place, negotiated, or mediated, the Maywood BOE must 
plan accordingly for its own budget purposes.  The Maywood Board of Education 
therefore plans to take a formal vote regarding a feasibility study at its next BOE 
meeting scheduled for 8pm on February 21st in the MAS media center. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael Jordan 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
& 
 
Members of the Maywood Board of Education 
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